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.Deformation of the fetal thoracic cage at 2.5-4.5
months of gestation in the prone position. Our
purpose was to assess deformation of the fetal
thoracic cage during supine and prone positioning of
the fetus. Six human fetuses of similar fetal crown-
rump length were placed prone in the left lateral
decubitus position, while supine in the right lateral
decubitus position. To enable repeated acquisition of
the same transverse section of the fetal chest, a frame
was constructed on the anterior surface of the fetal
chest and fixed to the fetal thorax by foam rubber.
Transverse images were acquired with a mechanical
sector scanner, at a mean gestational age of
36.8+/-2.0 (SD) weeks and an angle of 20 degrees
relative to the long axis of the thoracic cage. The
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thoracic cage was stable in the supine position and the
prone position in fetuses of similar gestational age.

The diameters of the thoracic cage were not affected
by the supine position. During the prone position, the

distances between the thoracic cage and the transverse
plane of the anterior surface of the fetal chest were

decreased at the right anterior midline and left
anterior midline, while the left lateral chest-wall angle
was decreased at the left anterior midline, compared
with the
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